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“100 species in one day”

A day long excursion for experienced Birdwatchers ideated by Ardeola Birding Association and guided by the ornithologist and environmental guide Fabrizio Borghesi

Route: Comacchio saltworks, Valle Mandriole, Punte Alberete, San Vitale Pinewood and Pialassa della Baiona, Valle Fossa di Porto, Agosta riverbank and Valli del Mezzano, Valle Zavelea (one departure  only at 6.00 and estimated return to Comacchio around 5.30 pm)

6.30 am
arrival at Comacchio saltworks

7.45 am
Transfer to Valle Mandriole and observation from the watch tower

9.00 am
Punte Alberete: sightings from Capanno Scagnarda and birdwatching on foot

10.30 am
San Vitale pinewood: listening to songs, excursions to the Pialassa Baiona

11.15 am
Pialassa della Baiona and return to the visitor centre Cà Vecia

1.00 pm
Packed lunch at the pic nic area 

2.45 pm
Transfer to S.Alberto. Bw along the southern riverbank of Comacchio lagoons

3.15 pm
Pullman sightseeing along the Agosta riverbank, brief stop at Valle del Mezzano

3.45 pm
Valle Zavelea: birdwatching from the watch tower

5.00 pm
Return to Comacchio by pullman (arrival at 5.30 pm)

Comacchio saltworks

They extend for 600 hectares and they are articulated in thick plots of channels, mirrors of water, with sluices and plants of derivation of waters and a few cases cast off along the perimeter.
Since the most remote times the salt was extracted here and this activity was cause of several wars against Ravenna and Venice. The extraction of the salt was interrupted in 1984, not considering it any more as a remunerative activity. From that moment the zone became a brackish damp zone of remarkable naturalistic value, where many marsh birds nest and where, from a few years to this part, the rose flamingos stop too. 

Route Duration: (stops included):

about 1 ora.

Punte Alberete and Valle Mandriole:

This fresh water lagoon is an integral natural reserve. Together with Punte Alberete it used to be the ancient reclamation basin of the Lamone River. The two lagoons were separated after the natural reclamation and the embankment of the Lamone River was subsequently built. 

Valle Mandriole, to the North, is a fresh water marsh of about 260 ha, with wide reed beds and cattail. Where the water is at the shallowest and in temporary emerged areas you’ll find hygrophilus woods of Salicornia and bank woods of White Willows. The fauna is particularly rich in both  Punte Alberete and Valle Mandriole, with many species of fish, amphibians, reptiles, etc. The site hosts Bitterns, Little Bitterns, Purple Herons, Grey Herons, Great White Egrets, Teals, Garganeys, Shovelers, Pochards, Tufted Ducks and Ferruginous Ducks. Some couples of Marsh Harriers nest in the lagoons. 

Punte Alberete is a flooded forest of about  190 ha. The marsh vegetation is impressive, with tall trees predominating, such as Willow, Ash, Poplar, Elm, English Oak, Alder and Alder Blackthorn. The hollow areas are flooded and host White Water Lily, Cattail, Reeds, Willows, Salvinia, Cariceti, Cladieti and rush. The most interesting marsh plants are Orchid, Yellow Day Lily, Lily Grass, Purple Loosestrife, Summer Snowflake and White Water Lily. The site also hosts some reptiles, as marsh turtles, amphibians (frogs, toads, newts), insects, molluscs and some rare birds. The big egret aviary of Punte Alberete hosts Purple Herons, Great White Egrets and Grey Herons, Night Herons, Squacco Herons, Glossy Ibises (symbol of the reserve), Pigmy Cormorants and many others. The site also host a remarkable number of nesting Ferruginous Ducks. 
Route Duration:

about 1 hour.

Pineta di S.Vitale e Pialassa della Baiona:

It is the widest and most famous pinewood of the Park, dating back to the Roman age. Besides the dominant umbrella-shaped Stone Pine, the wood presents a number of tree species: Pedunculate oak, Poplar, Ash, Holm oak, Juniper and a thick undergrowth. The Pinewood is crossed by a flooded strip (the bassa del Pirottolo) with canes and reeds, halting place for Coots, Ducks and Little Egrets.
The Pinewood is easily accessible on foot, by bike and on horseback, along well-signposted paths.

These are vast brackish lagoons linked to the sea by the Candiano ship-canal and crossed by a network of canals along which many typical fishing lodges rise.
The hills emerging from the water are peopled by beautiful halophytes (Salicornia, Limonium) and bird species (Black-winged Stilts, Avocets, Little Egrets, Herons).

Route duration:

about an hour and 45 mins

Comacchio southern lagoons:

The river bank running from the ferry boat of S. Alberto to the west, separates the Reno river from Valle Fossa di Porto. The stop areas make it possible to enjoy all the beauty of the landscape and to observe birds while resting or eating by the riverside. 

Route duration:

about 30 minutes

Agosta riverbank and Mezzano reclamation:

The road, first running towards the little village of Anita, then comes to the river bank again, this time of the western Lagoons of Comacchio. A stop here can be a good idea in order to take a look at the reclamation of the Mezzano, searching for the rare sea Partridge

Route duration:

about. 30 minutes

Valle Zavelea:

This beautiful Lagoon is equipped with a watching tower allowing a breath taking view at the long and silty beach and at dunes, populated by many birds during May and trying to find the safest sites for their eggs and their offspring. 

Route duration:

about 1 hour and fifteen

